
Golf Ireland

An Update



The Transition Board

Chairperson: Tim O’Connor (Edmondstown)

ILGU Nominees GUI Nominees

Pauline Bailie (Belvoir Park) Ian Kerr (Royal Portrush)

Mary Culliton (The Heath) Joe McNamara (The Heath)

Brege McCarrick (Mullingar) John Power (Portmarnock)

Fiona Scott (Dun Laoghaire) Brian Punch (Castletroy)



Golf Ireland will be 
established on the 1st

January 2021. 

Set in Stone!

It is important to note 
that while the new 

structures are being built, 
the GUI,ILGU and CGI will 

continue to operate as 
normal in 2020.



Most importantly we have 

appointed the first CEO of 

Golf Ireland, Mark 

Kennelly.



Progress to date



Programme of 

work

 There is a major programme 

of work underway to give 

effect to the Proposal 

overwhelmingly endorsed by 

the members of the ILGU and 

GUI last January. 

 This is being driven forward 

by the Sub Committees we 

have established.



Sub Committees
So far we have established nine sub 
committees, with more to come. Each is 
chaired by a member of the Transition 
Board

 Appointment of the CEO of Golf Ireland 
(Complete)

 Finance and Governance

 Branding, Logo and Website

 Property and Office Accommodation

 Handicapping 

 Competitions and Tournament

 Models of Club Governance

 Organisational Structures

 Volunteering



Branding, Logo 

and Website

 The logo for the Golf Ireland 

has been well progressed 

alongside the brand identity.

 An interim website 

(golfireland.ie) is in 

development where updates 

will be given on a regular 

basis.



 The tender process is currently 

happening for a ‘best in class’ website 

to replace Golfnet. This contract will be 

awarded in the coming weeks.

Website



Keeping Clubs Informed

 One of the key messages we are 

seeking to communicate to clubs 

is how important volunteers will 

continue to be for Golf Ireland. 

Speaking to this audience we 

don’t need to stress how 

essential volunteers have been to 

the success of the GUI and ILGU 

over the generations. Each of you 

is a living example of that.



Budget

 The budget has been agreed 

and is co-funded by the ILGU 

and GUI.

 Our thanks for funding which 

will be managed prudently.



Next Priorities



Structures

 Planning underway creating the 
Structures as per the Proposal.

 Starting with the regions – their 
first AGM’s in November 2020.

 First step is the creation of zones.

 Sub Committee on this working 
closely with the Tournaments Sub 
Committee

 Consulting with volunteers from 
the ILGU and GUI



 We are working closely with the 

ILGU and GUI.

 Quarterly briefing from the 

Chairperson to the ILGU and GUI 

Boards.

 Our thanks to Chairs Clodagh 

Hopkins and Iggy Ó Muircheartaigh

 And thanks to Sinead Heraty, Pat 

Finn and their Teams



Conclusion
 Proud histories of both Unions

 Their legacy provides strong 
foundations for the future

 Single Governing Body decision 
momentous for golf on the Island of 
Ireland

 Cusp of an exciting new era

 Harnessing all the energies, talents 
and experience of everybody

 Huge benefits ahead

 Based on values of equality, diversity 
and inclusion.



Thank You


